
county, so it 

seemed a natural 

fit to expand and 

include the new 

homes,” explained 

Ms. Williams.  A 

number of the indi-

viduals in the 

group homes are 

familiar with The 

Arc, and attend 

Arc recreation pro-

grams or receive 

services at the Pri-

mary Care Center.   

The Arc continually 

looks to expand 

services in  all ar-

eas of Ocean 

County. This  

On March 4, 2008, 

The Arc, Ocean 

County Chapter 

assumed manage-

ment responsibility 

for four new group 

homes in Ocean 

County.  In early 

January, Chimes 

Inc., announced 

they would cease 

providing services 

in New Jersey.  The 

New Jersey Divi-

sion of Develop-

mental Disabilities 

(DDD) was under 

pressure to find a 

qualified agency 

to assume man-

agement of the 

four group homes 

in Ocean County, 

seven group 

homes in Mon-

mouth County,   as 

well as, an Adult 

Training Center in 

Lakewood.  Con-

cerned over the 

loss of services in 

the county, The 

Arc submitted a 

proposal to as-

sume manage-

ment control of 

the Ocean County 

group homes.   

“We are a leading, 

well-established 

provider of ser-

vices in the 

Arc Ocean to Expand Residential Services  
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Arc Ocean 

Residential by the  

Numbers 

 

 30 years of providing 

residential services 

 103 individuals living 

in supportive housing 

 Support offered on 

individualized need—

from a few hours to 

24 hour care 
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Step Up for The Arc 2009 ñNEEDS YOU! 

Break out your 

Nike, Avia, New 

Balance or Puma.  

Whatever walking 

shoe you choose, 

put it to good use 

by walking in Step 

Up for The Arc 

Walk 2009. 

This year’s walk will 

be held on Satur-

day May 9 at Pine 

Park in Lakewood.  

Step off is at 9 a.m.  

Last year’s walk 

drew more than 

200 people and 

raised more than 

$30,000 to support 

programs pro-

vided by The Arc, 

Ocean County 

Chapter.  Each 

year The Arc looks 

to draw in corpo-

rate sponsors 

and business 

owners who want 

to learn more 

about the organi-

zation. 

Individuals, civic 

groups and social 

clubs come to 

walk and support 

The Arc.  Many 

walkers are friends 

and family mem-

bers of someone 

with a develop-

mental disability.  

The Coastal Jersey 

Parrot Head Club 

has stepped up for 

Get a team  
together for:  
Step Up for  

The Arc  
Saturday 

May 9ð9 am 
Pine Park 
Lakewood 

To register call 
Gina: 

(732)363-3335 
xt. 110 

Continued on Page 2 



Arc Vocational ñUndergoes CARF Survey  

homes as they become 

part of The Arc family.   

They rely on the support 

being there each day 

so they can live inde-

pendently.”   A critical 

factor in the transition 

was The Arc’s ability to 

retain and offer a 

smooth transition to the 

majority of existing em-

ployees in the group 

homes.  This will help 

minimize any disruption 

to the individuals living 

in the homes. 
 

Residential Services contõd from page 1 

expansion establishes a 

residential presence in 

two new towns for The 

Arc- Lakewood and 

Jackson.   The group 

homes are located in 

Brick, Lakewood, and 

Jackson.  Twenty-one in-

dividuals will receive sup-

port in the four group 

homes. 

Karen Silvera, The Arc Di-

rector of Residential Ser-

vices said, “What really is 

important is providing a 

seamless transition to the 

residents of the group 

On March 5th and 6th 

The Commission on 

Accreditation for Re-

habilitation Facilities  

came to re-survey The 

Arc, Ocean County 

Chapter, Inc. Voca-

tional Services Employ-

ment Center.  CARF 

International is an in-

dependent, nonprofit 

organization whose 

mission is to promote 

the quality, value, and 

optimal outcomes of 

services through a 

consultative accredi-

tation process that 

centers on enhancing 

the lives of the persons 

served.     

CARF serves as a 

catalyst for improving 

the quality of life of 

the persons served by 

CARF accredited or-

ganizations and the 

programs and services 

they provide. The Arc 

Employment Center 

has been CARF Ac-

credited since 2006 in 

Employment and 

Community Services. 

Our goal is to maintain 

the highest level of 

Accreditation which is 

3 years.  

The Vocational Ser-

vices department pro-

vides productive em-

ployment for over 300 

county residents with 

developmental dis-

abilities.  People are 

employed in the Adult 

Training Centers, Arc 

Employment Center, 

Journeys and Arc In-

dustrial Services En-

claves. 

“Providing a high qual-

ity, safe working envi-

ronment where our 

participants can ex-

perience self satisfac-

tion is essential.  Being 

CARF Accredited and 

maintaining the 3 year 

accreditation ensures 

that we are fulfilling 

our mission.” – Gina 

Lambusta – Director-

Vocational Services. 
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2009 Officers and 

Directors 
Joanne Bergin 

President  

Michael Blatt, LCSW 

Past President  

Pat Kiefer 

Vice President  

Cliff Cowen 

Secretary/Treasurer  

Directors  

Abbie Bartner 

Walter Fernandez 

William Henry 

Cynthia Ninivaggi 

Jesse Sodden 

Donna Stump 

Ruth Churchill 

Annette Vicari-Appleheimer 

Honorary Director  

Senator Robert W. Singer 

Arc Ocean Executive Director, Laura Williams, 

accepts the Rising Star Award at The National 

Conference of Executives of the Arc.  The 

award recognizes an executive director in 

their first 5 years of service who has  made 

significant contributions to their chapter by 

supporting the core values of The Arc.  Pic-

tured with Laura is Tom Baffuto, Executive Di-

rector of The Arc of New Jersey 



As a Real Life Choices ser-

vice provider, The Arc, 

Ocean County Chapter 

offers people with develop-

mental disabilities and their 

families flexibility when de-

veloping a service plan to 

meet individual needs. 

Real Life Choices provides 

the opportunity for individu-

als to direct their own ser-

vices. As a result, The Arc 

developed Journeys, a 

Real Life Choice Program 

in July 2008.  Six recent 

graduates of Brick Town-

ship High School enrolled in 

the Journeys program.  

Participants are provided 

with job training. Addition-

ally they participate in 

community service to a lo-

cal assisted living facility, 

the public library, thrift shop 

and food pantry.  

The program’s success has 

led to inquiries from the lo-

cal community about ser-

vices offered. In addition, 

stakeholders have pro-

vided positive feedback 

about the program and 

the services it gives back to 

the local community.  This 

year Journeys has 8 indi-

viduals enrolled.  

Journeys is located at the 

Arc, Ocean County Chap-

ter chapter office in Lake-

wood, New Jersey and 

serves the Ocean County 

area.  

For more information about 

the Journeys program 

please contact Gina Lam-

busta at (732) 363-3335 ext 

110 or Lisa Mechler at (732) 

363-3335 ext 148 

that CJPHC will have a 

team of walkers and 

fundraisers.” The Coastal 

Jersey Parrot Head Club 

is one of many Parrot 

Head Clubs across the 

country involved in com-

munity, environmental 

and charitable events.  

Members share a com-

mon love for Jimmy Buf-

fett music.  In addition, 

this year, Diane’s support 

led to The Arc, Ocean 

County Chapter receiv-

The Arc in many walks.   

Their president, Diane 

Andruszko and her daugh-

ter Tina have walked with 

the group. “Since Tina has 

been served by The Arc 

for many years, it was 

natural for me to ask the 

group if they were willing 

to help “Step Up for the 

Arc”, explains Diane. “In 

true parrot head fashion 

and spirit, they agreed 

and I am pleased that this 

year will be the sixth year 

ing a $10,000 grant from The 

Singing for Change Founda-

tion.  Singing for Change 

Foundation is funded from 

the revenue of Jimmy Buf-

fett concert tickets – for 

every ticket sold the foun-

dation receives one dollar. 

If you or someone you know 

would like to walk, donate 

or sponsor the event please 

contact Karen Hullfish at 
Karen.hullfish@arcocean.org 

or (732)363-3335 ext. 139. 

The Arc Journeys Program Proves Successful  

Step Up contõd from page 1 

a vendor at The Arc 

Employment Center 

and generously do-

nates his time and tal-

ent to The Arc. 

Board Pres ident , 

Joanne Bergin and 

Executive Director, 

L a u r a  W i l l i a m s 

October Dinner Dance  

Over 240 people at-

tended the 2nd An-

nual Arc Dinner Dance 

in October  at the Holi-

day Inn in Toms River.  

DJ Jim Farrell was on 

hand and provided 

hours of lively music for 

the guests to dance  

the night away.  Jim is 
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thanked the crowd for 

coming out and sup-

porting The Arc mis-

sion. Money raised 

from ticket sales and 

the ad journal to sup-

ported The Arc Primary 

Care Center. 

mailto:Karen.hullfish@arcocean.org


Everywhere you look you can see the impact of the economic crisis on our coun-

try.  The State of New Jersey continues to address the budget shortfall. It is becom-

ing more obvious the supports and services for people with disabilities and their 

families are at risk.    In February, Governor Corzine announced because of reve-

nue collection shortfalls, the Division of Developmental Disabilities will face addi-

tional cuts for FY 2009.  These funding cuts include a $3.6 million reduction in Com-

munity Service Waiting List funding, a $562,000 reduction in Developmental Center 

Equipment, and an additional $7 million cut to Early Intervention Programs.  

Unfortunately, at The Arc we are not insulated from the effects of this economic 

downturn.  We have been forced to reduce the number of days we provide ser-

vice at The Arc Primary Care Center.  Without adequate funding, it is impossible to 

maintain services five days a week.  The office is now closed on Mondays and Fri-

days and the need to identify a permanent funding source is becoming more and 

more critical to help maintain the viability of the program. 

It does not appear that the economic conditions are going to improve any time 

soon.  While the FY 2009 budget has been challenging, it is expected the FY2010 

budget will only get worse.  It has become critical that our fund raising events are 

successful to help bridge the funding gaps.  I am looking forward to seeing many 

of you at this year’s Walkathon because the money we are able to raise will help 

us to continue to provide the highest quality services.  We also need to work to-

gether to send the message to our elected officials that the budget can not be 

balanced by reducing or cutting services to our more vulnerable citizens.  I am 

confident that we can effectively deliver this message.  

      Sincerely, 

      Laura Williams 

      Executive Director 

From Where I Sit é..Laura Williams 

Visit us on the web 

www.arcocean.org 

815 Cedar Bridge Avenue 

Lakewood, NJ  08701 

(732)363-3335 

(609)597-4999 

info@arcocean.org 

FAX: (732)363-2285 

Want to help The Arc provide vital services to people with 
developmental disabilities in Ocean County?   

Donate to The Arc, Ocean County Chapter on our website 
or mail your donation to the address above.   

SAVE THE 

DATE:  
Annual Awards  

Ceremony  

Cocktail Party  

Thursday, June 

18th   6pm-10pm 

Quality Inn of 

Toms River  

815 Rt. 37 W  

Toms River, NJ 

08753 

For info call:  

Karen Hullfish  

(732)363-3335 

Ext. 139  

Awards  


