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Our Mayor & Our Mission

The mission of The Arc, Ocean
County Chapter is to advocate,
and provide opportunities and
supports for all individuals with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities to be accepted and
valued as citizens of the communi-
ties in which they choose to live,
learn, work and play. Matt Red-
mond and his family chose Ocean
County. Matt lives in a supervised
apartment and works at our adult

OMayor o6 Matt RegamadyLeritdrAd i§ passionate
Senator Andrew Ciesla about politics and advocating for
people with developmental disabilities. Through our advocacy

group, Matt participates in workshops and meetings where he
can learn about the issues which effect people with develop-
mental disabilities. He has self -advocated to move from a
group home to a supervised apartment. He uses his knowledge
and passion to educate others.

He is known throughout our agency as Matt the Mayor - and
wants to be known as "Mayor Forever". He greets people as
they enter the building and introduces himself. If they have
time to chat he'll often bring them up to speed on the latest
election or legislation. He inspires his peers and our staff with
his enthusiasm and patriotism.

Matt Redmond chose to live in Ocean County - The Arc,
Ocean County supports him and more than 1,300 people who
choose to live, learn, work and play here. Matt has found a
community where he is accepted and valued as an important
member and we have found a mayor.

The Arc, Ocean County Chapter
815 Cedar Bridge Avenue
Lakewood, NJ 08701
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From the Board President & Executive Director
Dear Friends:

This year has reenergized our commitment to our mission to enhance the quality
of life of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their fami-
lies through advocacy, empowerment, education and prevention. 2011 was the 21 '
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); a law created to eliminate
discrimination against people based on their disabilities. The ADA has empowered
millions of individuals with disabilities, yet they continue to face discrimination.

We know our work will not be complete until there is full inclusion and equality.

When we see the successes 'Mayor Forever' Matt Redmond (see back page) has hat
we know we are on the right path. As an organization we have joined forces to ad-
vocate for the closure of developmental centers, created new programs and ser-

vices to meet the needs of our community dand found ways to applaud our staff for their dedication. Our Board of
Directors takes great pride in serving The Arc as stewards, advocates, fund -raisers and friends.

The work we do cannot be done without support. To all of you who have been there with us over the years and
our new friends and members, we want to say thank you. As we celebrate another year of accomplishments we
recommit to facing the challenges that lie ahead with dignity, strength and compassion.

Together, we embrace a new year united with a singular vision of putting people first - ensuring our voices are
heard and our spirits lifted by the joy that comes with being a part of The Arc.

Sincerely,
Joanne Bergin - President, Board of Directors
Laura Williams - Executive Director
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