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The Arc, Ocean County Chapter  advocates for, 

provides opportunities and supports necessary for 

all individuals with mental retardation and other 

developmental disabilities to be accepted and 

valued as citizens of the communities in which 

they choose to live, learn, work and play.  

The Arc Mission 



 

 

From the Board President  

& the Executive Director  
Dear Friends - 

This year The Arc of New Jersey celebrated 60 years of service to people with developmental disabilities.  The Arc, Ocean 

County Chapter is one of twenty local chapters throughout the state.  The Arc movement was started in Teaneck, NJ by a small 

group of parents.  Parents, like most other parents, looking for the best possible life for their children.  These first ôArcõ parents 

faced many obstacles.  There were few agencies providing the specialized services needed for children with developmental 

disabilities.  Centralized efforts to distribute information about developmental disabilities were rudimentary.  

Thankfully society has come a long way in supporting people with developmental disabilities and their families.  The Arc, Oce an 

County Chapter has one of the stateõs largest respite programs ð alleviating the round the clock responsibility some families 

face.   We welcomed 21 new consumers into our residential programs when The Arc assumed management of four existing 

group homes.  Our vocational department successfully passed the CARF accreditation program, recognizing the quality and 

value of the Employment Center.  

We did make the difficult decision to sell our Primary Care Center at the end of the fiscal year.  The program had been in pl ace  

for 11 years and served many people in the community.  The Arc could not maintain it financially and so made the best choice 

for consumers by selling the practice to Developmental Disabilities Health Alliance.  This transfer has kept the vital servic es in the 

county with little disruption to patients.  

As with most years we have had triumphs and challenges.  We continue to struggle with rising costs and flat income ð so to 

those of you who support us financially ð THANK YOU.   Now more than ever your dollars help us provide services to people in 

our county who really need them.  

Sincerely,  

Joann Bergin    Laura Williams  

President    Executive Director  

Board of Directors  



 

  

Paying it forward ñ 

The Arc, Ocean Receives a Gift  

 
 

Dear Arc Ocean- 
 

Edith Long Brittain was a caregiver to many individuals in our family  

including her son, Joseph Tod Brittain.   Tod was born with Down syndrome.  Tod was my cousin and the same age as 

me.  Our families spent wonderful times together.  As kids growing up, we played as all cousins do.  I have many great 

memories of picnics, parties, swimming, and playing Tod's version of golf.  Tod was caring and kind, always concerned 

about how people felt.   

 

Aunt Edith's sister-in -law, Coreene ,left Edith money to care for Tod.  Tod passed away in 1993 from heart-related compli-

cations.  Aunt Edith wanted to make sure The Arc, Ocean County Chapter would benefit from her estate so they could con-

tinue the fine and necessary work they do.  She wanted to help alleviate the burden of financial worries that many with 

mental retardation and other developmental disabilities face. She also wished to assist in education and support their jour-

ney toward self sufficiency.  The Arc helped Edith Long Brittain and her husband Joseph A. Brittain through difficult 

and happy times.  Our family is proud to know that Edith's charitable contribution will be used wisely to assist families 

and individuals who receive support from The Arc, Ocean County Chapter. 

Sincerely, 

Cindi Long Adams 

 
If you are interested in supporting The Arc, Ocean County Chapter through planned giving please contact Maggie Savoca at 
Maggie.Savoca@arcocean.org or (732)363-3335. 
 

This year The Arc, Ocean County Chapter received a generous gift from the estate of Edith 
Long Brittain.  Below is a letter from Edithôs niece explaining Edithôs choice to support The 
Arc, Ocean County Chapter. 

Tod, Edith & Joe Brittain enjoyed happy years in Ocean County.  

mailto:Maggie.Savoca@arcocean.org


 

  

The Arc, Ocean County Chapter is the 

leading provider of supports and services 

to people with developmental disabilities 

and their families in Ocean County.  



 

 

The Arc is the worldõs largest community based organization of 

and for people with developmental disabilities.   Over 140,000,000  

people are members of state and local chapters around the 

world.  

The Arc, Ocean County Chapter depends on support from its 

members.   Membership fees help pay for the programs and ser-

vices we offer.   By joining The Arc, Ocean County Chapter you 

support our local efforts while becoming members of  The Arc of 

New Jersey  and  The Arc of the United States.  

http://www.arcnj.org/
http://www.thearc.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=1386&srcid=183
http://www.arcnj.org/


 

  

Family Support  

In FY 2009 The Arc Family Support Department:  

�x�� Provided respite care to an average of 223 

families per month.  

�x�� Maintained 13 in home/overnight respite beds.  

�x�� Provided American Sign Language training to 

families, providers and employees.  

�x�� Implemented S.M.I.L.E.S. ña recreation program 

for consumers in Arc Group Homes.  

�x�� Held the 32nd Annual Dinner Dance with 425 

people in attendance.  

�x�� Registered 331 unduplicated consumers for rec-

reation programs.  


